
¡\tuimn:r, t.sI: Ll

Oi't'r(,¡ ()ii -rìii.:,,\)i.i..Hrliir it)i,
Pror. No. 125 ?1t't " l,!47,3

Itf arrh 14, 2(l()4

Most Rcvererrtl Arrgclu z\nrato. SDB
Cr;ngregation f'or ihe l)octriuc ot'thc Ir¡jrh
Palazzo t-lcl S. l-Jitìzio
00 L l0 V.rtican City

Your F,xcellrncy

'I'ïraLik you lìrl your irrquiry iegardirrg thc rn¿rttcr of Rcvt:rcnd Nlarvirr 'l'.

Knightorr, As I indicatecl in rny previous corres¡rortlence , thç prelrminirry investigation irr
this casc wrs 1:artiL,ulirriy challerrging. Tlrcr ori,tiiiíìi invcstjg¿ìlor w;irs not lbie to coillplete
the task sirtistactoril;v to the Djocr:sun li.eview Boarcì 's stancl'¡l-ds. À sccond ínvestigator'
rv¿rs lhen assigned anr"l hc coLnplcted tlre t¿sk ¿ii([ scnt tìrc ruport trl thc Dioccsan Rsview
Board last tv'eek. I havc norv reccivetl rhcli rcc0ru¡ncrrdatiori.

While Father K.niqhtc n is rclerringl t() ont: siluation in q,hich a crirninaI tri¿l
rcsulteri in au acqi.LÍ,ttitl, tlterc are aotual ly tlr.r'cl scp.rr;rtc rrlLegatrons again.sI him by llu'ee
¿litfercnt allcged victims and a iìrrLrth rcprrrlerL sçconc1 hand t¡y irn alleged victim's
mÐtlier'. The ¿rtltrchr:d report oL.ttlitre.s tlte circttrltst¿lltces ùi'¡liose lrllegAtÍor',s, r\ftCr
prclinrinary i¡lvestiqation, I am satisíiecJ th¿t thesc havc tlic semblance of t¡uth to ihe¡r;.
Yoir wiil noto that lheie was no collLrsíoLr i:r thc ltrcsentation o1'the tlrree reports, that
Iìather ¿rdrrtits to otre alleqatiorr ol'inappropriat¿ co¡rcluct, arrd ihat ll-re pattern oIbelltviur
ticscribetl is r;r)ns ist,:¡lr.

I am enclosing the srarrdarcl Luporting fìrrrrr [ìrr tht:se allegation.s. Given I?ather
Krrighton's assignmcrtt in or intlependent ernployrnent at [iigh schools over tfrc yeal's, 1

ta'ortld ¡rot be surpriscd io Ieal'n rlt'atldjlionäl aìicgatiorrs. þ'athcr KrrigLrton iras a lotrg
histoLy oibeírrg er-lretnely incleperrclerit rrnil nrrl ecr:o'-rnt¿rltle fbrhls actions. [Iis pelsonnel
{ìlc revea.ls that ht wi¡Ltld rcgLrìiilly [r¡av¿ a i:lace of assigrrnri:nt on his own initiarive anci

[ìrrd r:rnploytrclit otr his ¡¡wri,,-;uly Iatcr iniìrrrnilg riir;cesirn of'ficials. i\gainst expticit
di¡'cr:tives, he adopter-l t',vo childrcn anci lirter', a.qain rvith ntl consrrltatjon ol'pernrissíon,
acìoptcd it thircl chil,l IIc has rnr-lvcd out of itnd birr:k intr¡ ü:c i.lioccsc li'equently, cliì.en
'vvith no prior noticc:,

Civen ihc natrtrc cll thc allcgcd irnrl arìmittcrI sexrL¿rl abLrse, alorig with lhc senoits
¡buse oIof'fice, I l]â','e ¡rondered iong rrrci harcl to anìr,e ¿li an opinion abcut thc mosi
apprtlpr'iatc acLiorL to bc tirl<en. hr oriù.;r'tlrat_jr.rsticc rlr¿,/ bc; nr¿lrlc maniiest aLrci healii'tg of
tlLc victLnrs alril thc llhr.trclt rnr:ìy [)roi]cod, I iurr lskin¡1 that Rcvere¡rd .þtervin .K:righton be
disrrrLssecl e.r oJJic'irt lì-oru the clcrical st¿ric, lVhatcvcr financill ncccl.s he rnay hirvc carr bc
ncgrl tiate{-l ir r j ustic,"',

Ì501 Struiji l.iriil LrrLvi:, irt) Ìlo;r 0lùqtl \lrirvaui<L:r:, Wl :jl)ùi^0gì¿
Prr(,¡ii: /..1. 1.1 l7r1rl ì,!,)l r 1j:1,11 r,1;r' wwwr)rr.Lri\il ,î,1
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If the judgement of Your Exceìlency is that ihis case shonlci proceed to a

disrnissal by clecree of ynur Congregation, I r,vould ccdo to tltat-judgement, Iìuilherrrrore,
if it is your judgernent thal tlris case shoulcJ lrroÈeed through a c¿inonicalpenal process, I
hLrrnbly request a dispen.salirrn fì'om prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural

errors that may havc occulrerl during the tirn,s tìris case was unrler investigalion. The

severity and fiequenc_y of thc oi'fenses àl'e slrch that it is my opìnÍon that these requests

are .1ustifierl. I look fonvard Lo your hitther-illsttuctions in this uiatter,

With sentirnents of deepest rrsteent, .[ irt]t,

ly irr Christ,

'+ ltüå"Ð ldY

Mr¡st Reverend Tinrothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of MÍlw¿ukee

t'!?4
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ARLìI-lDIO CES Ë O]1 tr/{iI-WA ì,TKËE

Prot. No
R.evcrcud Marvin T Knighton

Date of Birth
Irreslryiei'aI Ordina[i on : \,La.y l!"4, 1 9] 5

i)iocese oÍ Incarclìnation: lyliirr¡aukee
Ministry in other Dioccsc: Irhocnix
Address

Phoerrix, A nzona 8502.q

ASSiGNM-ErVfS

Yeur .'\ ss i

Agur 54

Years r:f Mirrisfl'y: 29

[-()ciìtion .Àoorrintment

August 1975 - June l 97l: St. A,nne Pafish Mrlrvarrl<ee [n so]idum te¿i¡-L nlenrbeL
iur"re 1976 Auguù-t i 987 Pius XI I'iigh Schcol Mihvar.rkee Facurlty

ÄLrgust 1987- ri,-rg,.tst l98B L,c¿rvc rr1"Åbsence - tuk*k^*ll
.r\ugrist i988-- Novcinlrcl I99l PiLrs Xl l{iglr Schooì\4il,.r,aukce Faculty^
November 1991 July 1992 Lnassi¡,necl -4-"f4Å*/"- d g ,6i*$'ç
July 1992 - Juiy l9!)4 Mt. N.4ar-y Cc.ilcg.e ' Milw¡r-rkee Caurpus minister
.lrrly 199"1- June l9!5 Lcave of Absçnce C \
.Irlne 1995 - Dccenrbrr 199-5 *St. iVlartin de Porres Pirrish Miirvauksc Pas[or
l)ecember 1995 ',luly 1997 All Sainis Parish \'f iiw;r.ukec Associate pnstcr
July 1997 -- Atrgust t 998 l,eave of AbsL:nce * So[.oo ],'r 1
Arigust 1998 - july 2000 Dominjcan High School Whitefifh Bay Asst Principal
August 2000 - June 2001 Sr, Mar.r IJigtr School Phoe¡iix, ÀZ Campus minister
August 2$Ol . Apn I 20û?. Archdi,:cese of lvtiiwaukeÊ B,clLrcation corrsLrìtant

ACL-US;\'flt()NS

1914 t'75

rg't4it 5

t 988189

19S9-y2

15

'?

ì5

1.3 l -5

[ìugging, kissing, firrcecl mast.urbatìorr
rt priesl's resirlerrcc; orrc tirnc; pricst
adl n.i ts " i rr appropriate cr¡r¡dnc["
Not si:cci lìed beyond "sexuill iìbrrse"
as rcl.ror-tcrcl to tht: n"lother and handecl
(in u) l.he Archcliocesr:
L-crijt irI toLlcìlir)S; rlne tirì1e.

in swìnrrning pool at ilir¡cesan
p¿ìsl"r)fíìl r:enler
llugging, kissing, fondling
in pricsi's resiclence alrd i¡l
su/inil)rir'rË ¡lool at rli¡ lr;rìsun
pirsloral r;en(cr'

M¿rch 28,20t)2

Morch 3, 20114

july 1,2002

Fclluary 25, )402"

û?5
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(-]IVIL PROCEEDINCS

Year Tt.,rrrr/r::rs¿¡ vtctr(]n Sentence

2003 Ciinrinal trial - irvo ürllrnls Acquitral
seconci de¡ree se;\uàl ass¿ìult

J\,ÍEASURES ADOPTED BY TF,]Ë DIOCESE

Year Acticln

2002

2003

2004

R.equested llis resignatíon fÌ'onr posrtion in EdL¡cation Ofltce; resig'n:lrion accepted

Precopt issucd (April l, 2002)
Ca¡¡o¡ric¡l invesligafìort bcgun upnn completio¡ of c¡:iminâì lri.ll
Precept re-issued (Septertber 5, 2003)
Case rc;f'r¡rrcd to the Congregafion for llle Doctrine of lho F'aith

SUSTENAhICb- PROVID ED BY'I'HE DIOCESË

Father K¡ighton is provicled wrth thc rrrollhly equivalent of a pensioneclprje.st, $1,250. l{e is also
provided with hcalth ancj dental çr)vúrage.

IìESPONSE / R.ECOURSE BV TTÍE C]-NRIC

Year Actinrr

200'2

2003

L)cltlesl.,'.t.'llegltiurrs,ud'rnìtsto',inapproprìatecoucfuct''with
E b.¡t states tlrat because it occurcd prior Io ortlination it is not au issue

Sougirt hicralc.liical rerouïse against "ad¡ninìstraIive decisions" (not specifiecl to tlte
Archdiocese); coutinue.s to threeten legal action against the Archdiosese

t?fr
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CONC;IìlaCAI'tL)
T)RO DÖ(-']'RTNÌA TIII}E,I

325/2003-L92ri3
l'to r ,\
tla ¡?tl'it,;,t,/.\ot 'n¡n!:4 .ta:¡¡ 4ú!¡ :1t

L\ftA Cír¡à hl V;,rtlcnao,

PLrluzu rlel S, ljfii¿ru

CONFIDENTIAI,

Yor.tr ExcellencY,

The Congrcgation for the Doctrine of the Faith has received the requested

tiocurnentation you senï 0n 24 March 2004 regârding the R.everend Mtrvir T.

KNTGIITûN, a ¡lricst of youi'archdiocesÊ who lias been accusçrl of sexual abuse of nirtors.

¡\ftcr a cnlefi"il study of the fact.s, this Dicasterv ¿t its P:rrticular Cottgress of 29 May

2004 decidsci to gralrt a derogatiorr fi'orn the law of prtscdptiür rurd hereby arrthorises atld

lnstr¡rcrs Your Excellericy to oonduct a judicial pen¿ìl process against delicts allegeclly

çommitted by Iìr. I(nightorr atter his diaconal ordination, that is to say, oniy those <leliçls hc

is allegecl to have commitled white in the clerical sttte. Enclosecl is a copy of the ¡rof¿r

¡tro¡srlo Sacra¡nentorum sanctitati,s tatelü which cotrtains, apart lìorn particular law fol the

United States of Arnerica, the noms govenring su6h a penal process. Your: Excellcnoy is

reruhrled tþat tire ¿cts of the process should kiudly bo lbrwarclecl to this Dicaster;, upon iis

completion at first insfance,

I take this opportunity to tha¡r-k Your Excellency for the vigìlauce that you kcep over

these serious rnattcrs and to oft'er you n1y sincere respects. With every best wish, I remait ,

Yours dcvoterlly írL thc l,ot'd,

å furgelo Antato, SDB
J'itular Archbishop of. Sìla

S'ecrc,lary

Enclosllre

t 5 .lLure 2004

T?E
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I{is Excellency
Thc frk¡st R.e,zørenct Tinrothy M. ÐÛL,A-hl
ALchbishop of Milwaukçe
3501 Sor"rth Lake Drive, P.O. Box $7$912
Milwauhr:e, WI" 53207 -0912.

Lj.s.A,
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('lF Mil_\\,Í\ut{tih
IJf-IAT,TMfi NT FOR (.I.TRC¡ T

ALrgrrsl 13,200'l

Marvin T. Knighton

Phoenrx, AZ 85û28

Deal N{an,,

I arn sony to tre the one thaf needs to aflinn fhe filct thaÍ lhe penal trial callecl f'or by the

Congregation foi the Doctrine of the Faith has been completed" The deciçion of the
Tribrrnal fbunclihat cnnie was conmitled in tivo of the tlrree counts pressrrted. 'I'he

judges lave imposecl the penalty of pennanent restrjctiorl fi'om milristry, I presurre Lhat

you leceivecl this infomration and have cliscusse cl it wilh yonr canonical advocate.

Given this situation, I am writÍng to ask you if you would prefer to seek a voluntary
laicization from the clcrical state. Such a decision on your part may lreip to bring closule
to this erperienee antÌ help yorl ro n-iove on to a nerv leg in youl life's jottuiey,

\! oulcl you kincTly respond lo this lettcr in writing by the end of'August, 2CI07? If you
shouJd decidc to seek voluntary 1o'icization, som€eriç at the arcircliocese rvould be happy
to help you with the ¡irocess.

Thanlc you for the consideration, Marv^ Please k:tow that you are iu rny praycrs daill'.

L-r thc L,ord "l-c'srt¡^,

Very Ilcvercncl Crn't J. Frederick
Vicar lì:r Clergy

Cl: Dr. J, fuJ.ichae] Ritf.v, aclvocate

l50l :ìorith I-¿ke Dtivt:, 1.O, llo¡:07091Z, trliftvariliet, \vl 532Ù7.0q:ti

t'lì()NÉ,r (4.141769-3"184 ' ["tr1,rt.: cletg¡{Qnrchnrrl.crß " Wlu sl{'c; w'#\f.alchlì]ll.orf{

0,"u,¡
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C]ON(;RL,CìATIO
P1ìO DOC]'I{INA FIDEI

3'25ntffi.18756
P¡r¿''t'. N. .... .

( I t rc.. l.'r1 t t.ili t ( /i ¿ t .t ! t:. t hlo I * i t :' u ¡ t : t ¡ i 
j

íx)120 (ùli) Jei \i¡titttt
I¡¡Jazzo rlcl S. t.lIfi;rio

jl January 2009

Sincerely 1'ours in Christ,

./-

û Luis Il, L¡,i¡¡.nt¡', S"J.

T'itular Archbishop of Thibica
.Secreøty

{t â o-.,

CONFIDE,I$TT,AL

Yor¡r Excellenc/,

I anr writing r0 you regardirrg lhe r:¿se of Rev. Marvin KNIGI-ITON, a priest o[

your ArChdiocese v¿l-,o has been accusecl of the sexr:al ahuse of mirlors' This

ilong..g*tion has receivecl frorrr Rev. KnightorÌ an appeal against. the, sentence, g,iverr

on 271íly ZOOZ, in the Penal Process cagiãd out ât First [nstance by the Metropolitan

Tribunal of Detroir. Your Exceilency ltasialso requested that a mÛre sevet"e ¡renalty be

imposec{ on Re\,. Knighton ú-ran that giverr.in the Tribrrn¿l of First Instance' 
'

'Ihe (Jongregarioú has aurirorizecl the Tribunal of rhe Archcliocese of Cìncinnati

,o .rrry o,r, u pJnuiProcess a[ Seconcl Instirnce and qi ould tfrerefore kiriclly reqtrbst rhat

Your Excellenc}, errsttre thât all oI the Acta, pertaítting to this.case are forwarcled tc, tlre

saicl Seconcl Instarrce Trilrrrnel. Yorr, ,r-n concerrs r'egarcling the pena.lty irnposed

shoi-rlcl also be iuclude,:l, Your reeluest shoulcl be construec{ as a petition that the

Promoter of .]ustice in Second Instance file for e dim'i^çsi<t ín' ltoenttrtt'

Thaflking you for your assistanceiin this matter, witJr prtryerful support and

besu wis,lres, I remain

FIis ExcellencY
lVÍost Rev' llimothY h4, Ðor,tru
Árch\;ish o'P of Milwaw kee

l.O. Box O7t9L2

Mil rvau.L<ee, WL 532Q7 "Ag 12.

U¡I"ITED ST,ITBS OIì AMIìRJCìA

,4Ð{}ht0,$r9$(}
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LITSIìOSTTI\TE

coNGItE(jA l'loN Oti l'l Il1 ÐOCIIR.INE (]Il TIIE F'AITIT

This C'r¡rt çf Arrueul çf the Crrngri:gntiou of tlre Doct'rjne ntJlg liaithuphold* fltr:

fì;i;ii,*-';;iri* ¿:,il;i ,itil¡irst fnst"án,J,: ol'tbe Arohdiocese of'Viilwaukee in the

Äriiititvin'r¡VÉ ilt,iili,ilirovi:ri ¿¡rilt o{'tufrrrvir 'l'. Kniglrto' ,s 
'r 

cleric of tlrc

ÉgËliîT"i,{'r}ül 
q'i,Jr-..'*ilf 

llf; ,l'tii:f, å-rJJï-TrltlFF
ffi,.r:l'i,i1.I*tâmjlc¿l.rur¡'asl.eithä.guíltofMar.'¡ín.I'.K.nightpuof

MMt 
i'iüil'ãi,äl ;hr'*ît'i *ri,'i*',if n i'iiñ*i': pi.:sertrt:¿l rrv Mr' I

,\*r t*,nltr tor lris l¡inlations cll. ths ol-rligations tlf. tlte: clcrieal staf'ö, this Üotft
i'.';ilJ;;*;i¿iúirii**,is Ñ4arvirr ['. t(nip-"htrírt fiorrr xhc clclic¿,tl s{ate. tte is
io;ü;äik;e,t"il;î Jio¡r th* exerciic of arry cccle siastical ninistry exeept an

i;ilr;ääîiÛräc,r.i"i,lt.r,ro,t t,r',v arcl arry iacultics or privilogos or compcttsation

ï¡,lt worrlcl ¿crorì1p¿¡rv th* clcrii:al sTatc Iiorn flre datc ol'1hr: cxectttttln ol thls

äìJil'.uriJsî'it Ë; iínrt "f 
itt* $ovcrär{;e agreerucnt rear:hcd by. thq.,}¡cltdioccse of'

Milw¿rt¡l<ee irr vicw ¡f.jrrsticc drre {o lri.s pasl scrr¡ice to tlte poople oI Uod.

T'his deoisio¡ is fo þc ¡:ublisheci to }ft'. Michael ]V!ty .ï; Âdvocate "fiil his ey*s
Årlr"';. 

-if 
¡* to be nii'-úïfrÀif il iitð Archbisho¡r of'.hlliiwarrlce¿: I'or"tlte purposes of a

I*í** i;; i\iìffir'1ìt.-iïil;ìir.r¡ iviiho,rt hi:; r,jr:eivins a (.ìot)y- All ale-nr lrt: ren:indcd

o{'fhe Printitical Íì*ç¡"cl il¡ Lhnsr: ¡natters.

As a decisir:1 of the Cexrgr e¿¿afiorr Fol thc flochirte of tfrc Faith ar;ting on bcli¿lf ol

itte S"p¿;"c Fontifi" ttrjs-beiisioi¡ is not sub.ieet to appeal.

,4 fl)û S,å{}5 å ?90



lìIl: Ììcv. Martin l'. [tnif¿hto8

CDF hìunr. f"utffi
Siunecl. decreec1, wit.nessed, anci publíriherå l¡n ttrit l?i day of 'lanuary 20 t' I at t¡e

i,i."i d"å r ö"rii JJ br üi- aiîä.iil ;d;; .' r 
.ci'r 

ci n nari, (Jhi o, Ü . s. n.

Reverenclæ,JCf)'
Fresicling .Tucigi:

Iteverenctr

Associate.ludge

osel)

39

'LnzÉLi:, JC I_,

Bg

Rer¡erend

Associate Judge alrcl Fonens

No t ary

BF"i IT'K}TÛIÃ/N TT AI.L

ttr¿rr lhis çasû i,; *xplicirly ruh"iccr" to ihe llc:irtil'ic¡rl *j*çl'¡:t (arl 
"ili. 

(]ruvi'rtr |lel'f¡:t¿t'

l4r¡r,tuc I'ntc)t;r:li,v,,utiiìjr ìítiit oi¡riir,t ln all intìtrtnutiorl" ¡tttit:o:t'süi ¿tntl r-lc¡;isions

li,.ì-,iiiiiä*¡'r¡,itli rhis cir$* (,Tar-:r't:itt t:ttn.ti,ttttr.e, Iì:hm*'r 4', ll)'/Å l'"iÁ'5', t:¡ß ltlJ4''

'\
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